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B. Matters brought to the attention of the Council

Recommendations of the Permanent Forum

International expert group meeting on the theme “Indigenous languages:
preservation and revitalization (articles 13, 14 and 16 of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)”

[NEW PARAGRAPHS]

Indigenous languages form the bedrock of the continuity for the survival and
well being of Indigenous cultures between one generation to the next. This
important inter-generational responsibility, has been severely disrupted by
colonialism and colonial practices, laws, policies and practices of
discrimination, assimilation, forced relocation, residential and boarding schools
among others.
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There is a growing crisis of Indigenous language loss and in many cases urgent
even desperate need to preserve and revitalize these. It is estimated that more
than half of the world's languages will become extinct by 2100 (see
E/C.19/2005/7). The vast majority of the languages under threat are Indigenous
languages. It is within this context that the EGM on Indigenous languages
meeting was convened at the UN in NYC from January 19-21, 2016 with the
preparation of a "Report of the expert group meeting on the theme
"Indigenous Languages: preservation and revitalization (articles 13, 14 and 16
of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)"
E/C.19/2016/10 providing significant and pertinent recommendations to IP, the
UN system and States.

A significant underlying objective of all preservation and revitalization efforts
is the absolute necessity of producing ever growing numbers of fluent language
speakers. The 35 recommendations contained in this report, taken together
with the substantive recommendations on Indigenous languages in the 2008
Report of the International Expert Group Meeting on Indigenous Languages
E/C.19/2008/3, provide considerable expert opinion and guidance on
Indigenous languages preservation and revitalization which require careful
consideration and effective implementation by IP, the UN system, in particular
UNESCO, and Sates. This will require a considerable depth of political will by
the UN system, states and civil society as well as the infusion of necessary
financial commitments to realize significant gains in preservation and
revitalization efforts.

There are successful examples, but too few, of Indigenous led efforts at
language preservation and revitalization such as those by Native Hawaiians.
We welcome the new Indigenous Peoples Language Caucus established by IP to
ensure ongoing guidance for Indigenous languages preservation and
revitalization initiatives and provide for the development of the necessary mass
of public knowledge and support. It needs to be supported by the UN system,
states and civil society. The UN SDGs demand that no one should be left
behind. In this spirit, given that languages are integral to the well being of all
peoples, no Indigenous language should be left behind nor allowed to die.

2. The Permanent Forum recommends that States recognize the language rights
of indigenous peoples and develop language policies to promote and protect
indigenous languages, with a focus on quality education in indigenous languages,
including through supporting full immersion methods such as languages nests and
innovative methods such as nomadic schools. It is essential that States develop
evidence-based legislation and policies to promote and protect indigenous languages
and, in that regard, they should collect and disseminate baseline information on the
status of indigenous languages. These activities should be conducted in close
cooperation with the indigenous peoples concerned.

3. The Permanent Forum recommends that States and the United Nations system,
including United Nations country teams, provide support, including funding, for the
efforts of indigenous peoples’ institutions to preserve and revitalize their languages,
with the particular goal of fluency. Such efforts may include the sharing of positive
experiences and the establishment of informal networks or caucuses involved in the
promotion and revitalization of indigenous languages, as well as the use of
information and communication technologies in indigenous languages. It is
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important that States provide adequate funding for language revitalization as well as
the preservation of cultural heritage. In addition, States should facilitate funding for
indigenous language projects from external donors, including the private sector, in
accordance with law.

4. The Permanent Forum recommends that the General Assembly, by 2020,
proclaim an International Year of Indigenous Languages and draw attention to the
critical loss of indigenous languages and the urgent need to preserve, revitalize and
promote indigenous languages and to adopt further urgent steps at the national and
international levels.

5. The Permanent Forum recommends that UNESCO, with the participation of
indigenous peoples, urgently declare as the organization’s priority the preservation,
revitalization and promotion of indigenous languages. UNESCO is also urged to
initiate international processes for the establishment of international standards on
the preservation of indigenous languages. In particular, the Permanent Forum
recommends that UNESCO collaborate with efforts led by indigenous peoples and
others to map indigenous languages, such as the Endangered Languages Project.

Studies prepared by members of the Permanent Forum

6. Inthe light of the dire effects of climate change, such as forced relocation and
loss of culture and livelihood, on vulnerable small island Pacific States, the
Permanent Forum recommends that United Nations entities, including the
International Seabed Authority, UN-Oceans, the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, Ceonvention—on—BiologicalDiversity and
UNESCO, comply with and implement the relevant articles of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (articles 18, 27 and 32) to ensure
the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples. This should include
meaningful participation, such as dedicated indigenous representation within each
of these United Nations entities, and regard for the indigenous world views.

[ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS]

Recalling the Study on Decolonisation of the Pacific (E/C.19/2013/12), the
Permanent Forum invites the relevant States to provide information to the 16th
session of the PFII on the status of the situation to the indigenous peoples
concerned.

The PFIlI recommends that all UN agencies, funds and programs as well as
other inter-governmental fora, begin reform of their respective procedural
rules, with the full and effective participation of Indigenous peoples, in order to
ensure compliance and consistency with the human rights affirmed in the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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