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Department of Economic and Social Affairs

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat is a vital interface between
global policies in the economic, social and environmental spheres and national action. The Department
works in three main interlinked areas: (i) it compiles, generates and analyses a wide range of economic,
social and environmental data and information on which States Members of the United Nations draw to
review common problems and to take stock of policy options; (ii) it facilitates the negotiations of Member
States in many intergovernmental bodies on joint courses of action to address ongoing or emerging global
challenges; and (iii) it advises interested Governments on the ways and means of translating policy
frameworks developed in United Nations conferences and summits into programmes at the country level
and, through technical assistance, helps build national capacities.
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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in the present publication do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the
legal status of any country or territory or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitations of its frontiers.
The term “country” as used in the text of this report also refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas. The
designations of country groups in the text and the tables are intended solely for statistical or analytical
convenience and do not necessarily express a judgement about the stage reached by a particular country
or area in the development process. Mention of the names of firms and commercial products does not imply
the endorsement of the United Nations. Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital
letters combined with figures.
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Foreword

by Anténio Guterres

Secretary-General of the United Nations

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is the world’s globally agreed plan for peace and prosperity
for all on a healthy planet. But this vision of a better future can only be achieved with the full participation
of everyone, including persons with disabilities. Upholding the rights and ensuring the full inclusion of the

world’s 1 billion persons with disabilities is not only a moral imperative, but a practical necessity.

Despite the strong commitment expressed by the international community for inclusive and sustainable
development, persons with disabilities continue to face significant challenges to their full participation in
society. These include negative attitudes, stigma, discrimination and lack of accessibility in physical and
virtual environments. Our shared duty is to tackle prejudice and misinformation and find new approaches

and tools to work for and with persons with disabilities.

The present report aims to advance our efforts to remove barriers and empower persons with disabilities
to make positive changes in their lives and communities. This is the first report on progress on disability
inclusion in the context of the 2030 Agenda. | commend it to a wide global audience as a useful tool for

decision-makers in their ongoing work to design evidence-based policies that leave no one behind.

M@”y

Antonio Guterres



Disability-inclusive development is an essential condition for a sustainable
future. In 2015, the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, pledging to leave no one behind in the global efforts to realize
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Without the world's one billion persons
with disabilities - 15% of the world population - being included as both agents
and beneficiaries of development, these Goals will never be achieved. Yet,
persons with disabilities are still invisible and often left behind.

This United Nations flagship report is the first publication to address, at the
global level, the nexus between disability and the Sustainable Development
Goals. It is also the first global analysis based on an unprecedented amount
of data, legislation and policies from over 100 countries to understand the
socio-economic circumstances of persons with disabilities and the challenges
and barriers they face in their daily lives. This report examines new areas, like
the role of access to energy to enable persons with disabilities to use assistive
technology, for which no global research was previously available. And ex-
plores the linkages between the Sustainable Development Goals and the Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as well as other international
relevant norms and standards relating to disability. Against the backdrop of all
the available evidence, the report identifies good practices and recommends
urgent actions to be taken for the achievement of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals by, for and with persons with disabilities.





