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Every year, International Youth Day celebrates the determination, ideas and leadership of young 

people as we pursue a better world.  

 

Across all of today’s challenges, young people are calling for bold and accelerated action, 

standing in solidarity with the most vulnerable, and designing solutions to ensure social, 

economic and climate justice, and peace and prosperity for all. To expand their participation, I 

recently launched a policy brief calling for governments to make youth participation the norm, 

rather than the exception, across decisions and policies around the world.  

 

This year’s theme reminds us of the importance of ensuring young people gain and apply skills 

in the burgeoning green economy. From innovative sustainable technologies and renewable 

energy, to revolutions in transportation systems and industrial activity, young people must be 

equipped with skills and knowledge to shape a cleaner, greener, more climate resilient future.  

 

Humanity depends on the boundless energy, ideas and contributions of youth everywhere. Today 

and every day, let’s support and stand with young people in shaping a just and sustainable world, 

for people and planet.  

 

*** 


