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What is the evidence on the inclusion of people with 

disability and older people in humanitarian response?

Led by the Nossal Institute of Public Health (University of Melbourne). 

Guided by a steering committee comprising representatives of INGOs, 

OPDs and OPAs. 



• Grey and academic articles published between January 2010 and January 2020.

• Limited to preparedness for response, response and early recovery.

• 23,000 articles identified from 4 databases.

• Articles mapped by sector (e.g. WASH) and by the Humanitarian Inclusion

Standards (e.g. HIS 3 on building resilience and preparedness).



• 20 key informant interviews (KIIs).

• 1 community consultation with older people and people with disabilities 

in Indonesia (originally also planned in Pakistan, Malawi and Tonga).

• Online workshops with 60 participants across different time zones.
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Guidelines “put [inclusion] on the table 
but are not really useful”

“I believe these are excellent 
resources, so if there were shorter and 
simpler versions, it would make a big 

difference”



‘There’s [no guidance] in the ‘middle’… at the level 
of the emergency operation centre, for example, 

where decisions are being made, where resources 
are sort of decided on where to be deployed… 

there’s no document [about inclusion] at that level.’ 



• To give evidence to gaps, and 

advocate for resources.

• To add focus to your work or 

others – ‘where do we start?’

• To help us think beyond gaps and 

towards ideas to address them.

• As a measure of progress?



https://www.elrha.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Disability_And_Older_Age_Inclusion_In_Humanitarian_Action_InnovationCatalogue.pdf
https://www.elrha.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Disability_And_Older_Age_Inclusion_In_Humanitarian_Action_InnovationCatalogue.pdf
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